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What challenges youth? Climate change!

1.Do something now
2.Climate change is here
3.We do have tools
4.Half the globe is exposed
5.On a route to 3 degrees
6.Cheapest to mitigate
7.All action helps

And the biodiversity crisis, Pfas, Covid-
19 etc.

Denmark has 2,5% protected nature  
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What challenges youth? Economy!

• Young Americans earn less 

than their parents

• Financial crisis comes often 

(07’ & 22’)

• Debt is growing

• Costs of living crisis

• Housing market is out of 

control
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What challenges youth? The social sphere!

• Cultures of performance 

and perfection

• Crisis of relations

• Anxiety of life choices

• Questions of power and 

discrimination

• Sex & Gender

• Etc.?
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Sustainable development?
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University of Copenhagen 2024: 4

7

Sustainability, including economic, social and 

environmental sustainability, is so crucial to the 

progress of society and that of the University that it is 

a key component in the realisation of [the 

University’s] ambitions. We will push forward on all 

fronts to boost initiatives addressing, for example, 

climate change and the biodiversity crisis. 
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Yes, you Can!

A list of types of student activism for 

sustainablity with examples of succesful

actions
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Types of actions - and succesful examples
Action Succesful examples

Educational policy actions

Protest Student demonstration in 2018

‘Noice in the media’ NOAH – reasoned provocations

Lobbying UCC: Teachers for future

Build alliances Partnerships for an national action plan for ESD

Change your institution

Greeningyour campus projects Local food initiative in USA

Top-down supported bottom-up organisation Gent university

Change your studies and courses

Enable real world change projects Science shops; Urban academies; interdisciplinary courses; student led 

courses

Empower your co-students

Create attractive action and co-learning groups The green youth movement
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