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What examples of student activism do you know 
from your university life?

Share with the person next to you what you know…(1 minute)



The student initiative Sustainability Office

• Founded in 2014 by a group of students from 
different study fields 

• Project-based working groups within five areas 
of action (see illustration)

• Currently 10-15 active members working 
voluntarily 

• Member‘s assembly every Monday



Alliance 

¡MENSArevolution!

What can be found within the Sustainability Office? 

• Creative space for implementing projects and 
ideas 

• Different working groups and projects

• Networking between students and other 
initiatives in the field of sustainability

• Community and fun! 

student 
organized 

sustainability 
conference

UniGardening 
Network

Different publications
climate protection concept
for the University 

idea contest at the french 
embassy

Teaching formats for the 
Fridays for Future group 

Podcast

University intern teaching 
formats 

#gnuHU

https://podcast.humboldts17.de/
https://www.nachhaltigkeitsbuero.hu-berlin.de/de/studium-oecologicum
https://generationnachhaltigkeit.wordpress.com/tag/hu-berlin-2/
https://studentsforfuture.info/public-climate-school/




What role can students themselves play within their 
universities to encourage sustainable development?



• Module combination for 10 ECTS within the elective outside 
of the standard curriculum

• CV certificate upon completion

• StudOec I: Ring Lecture (5ECTS)
~120 Students each Semester
- Interdisciplinary approach
- Peer-to-peer-teaching/learning

• StudOec II: Seminar (5ECTS)
- Catalogue with criterias for the seminars
- Example: Project Tutorium „Studieren transformieren?!“

Good-Practice Example: Studium Oecologicum

https://www.nachhaltigkeitsbuero.hu-berlin.de/de/studium-oecologicum


“The green thread“

● open for anyone!

● takes place every 
Thursday from  4-6 

● changing program 
every semester



Studieren Transformieren !?       

Exam 
- Conference style 

poster 
presentations

IRI THESys Lecture
- ST > 1 Lecture by 

IRI Members
- WT > like ST + IRI 

Awards

Excursions
- „Weltacker“ – 

Global nutrition 
lab

- „Prinzessinnengär
ten“ – urban 
gardening

Introductory  Lecture 
- 20 minutes 

organisational 
- Lecture by patron 

Prof. Dr. Dagmar 
Haase



Project Seminar „Studieren Transformieren“
• Student led project seminar „Studieren Transformieren“ takes 

place every semester (5 ECTS)

• Combining theoretical and practical teaching approaches

• Project based learning: Every semester students get to 
participate in projects within the field of sustainable 
development (internal and external project partners)

• Example of peer-to-peer teaching and learning: Students plan 
and organize ring lecture for coming semester
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Sustainable 
Teaching in 
Germany

2014/
2015
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“Studieren
trans-

formieren?!” 

How did we achieve all this?
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How did we achieve all this?

Bootcamps Strategy-Meetings
Background-meetings

Talks,
Calls,
Mails,
Letters

ENDURANCE!!

Currently:
Budget: 5000€/Y
2x SA at 60h/M



Find allies in your 
institution

• Talk to professors and 
staff that could 
support your ideas

• Connect with 
potential partners for 
support

Establish your project

• Establish your 
sustainable projects in 
your institution

• Demand appreciation, 
e.g. as ECTS, rooms, 
opportunities, loans, 
etc.

• Think about long-term 
structures

Find like-minded peers

● Talk to your friends

● Organize in student 
associations

● Spread your ideas

Take home: use your leverage! 



Thank you for listening! | Mange tak!

Simon Fager
(MSc Global Change 
Geographies) 
fagerern@hu-berlin.de 

Vero Pinzger
(MA ethnography: theory, 
practice and critique) 
pinzgerv@hu-berlin.de 

Website of the sustainability office 
https://www.nachhaltigkeitsbuero.hu-berlin.de/de 

or contact us via mail
nachhaltigkeitsbuero@hu-berlin.de 

or contact directly the team of the Studium Oecologicum 
studium-oecologicum@hu-berlin.de. 

mailto:fagerern@hu-berlin.de
mailto:Pinzgerv@hu-berlin.de
https://www.nachhaltigkeitsbuero.hu-berlin.de/de
mailto:nachhaltigkeitsbuero@hu-berlin.de
mailto:studium-oecologicum@hu-berlin.de
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Sources

https://www.unesco.org/en/education-sustainable-development/need-know
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